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Revisit the five buckets for family engagement:

The five buckets identified during the 2/15/13 meeting include:

e Creating a welcoming environment for parents

e Structural/shared power/decision making—parent driven-parent engaged programming;
parents participating in planning

e Parent behavior/confidence

e Social capital—linkages, referrals

e Parents as leaders—building parent knowledge of child development and advocacy

The conversation focused on coming to a consensus on these five buckets and their wording
in order to help develop the measures.

Juliet Bromer from Erikson and a new member introduced herself and her experience with the
QRIS work. She worked with Child Trends and Westat on the Head Start measure project. The
purpose of this work was to identify the knowledge, attitudes, and practices that lead to family
engagement. She will present some of her work with this project at the April 22" meeting.

Granada introduced the discussion by noting that many of these buckets seem to frame the
outcomes of family and community engagement and our need to identify the practices and
principles that lead to these outcomes. Choua also noted that the principles that guide these
buckets are interchangeable. Theresa suggested looking at the Early Learning and
Development Standards to define what programs need to do to get there, although these may
be lacking in how to support the parent-child relationship. It was noted that the
principles/practices needed to address the role of multiple persons (i.e., program
administrators, teachers, other support staff) who interact with the family; that these
interactions become part of the program culture.

In addition to the buckets, we discussed how the level 5 description needed to build on the
level 4 description. This level includes compliance with Head Start, Preschool for All, or other
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accreditation standards regarding family engagement. To reach level 4, programs need to
demonstrate parent outcomes in this area.

We also discussed that we need to refer to previous discussions about the parent report of
these outcomes, such as through surveys or talking to parents, such as with the NAEYC
measure that focuses on how programs help parents prepare their children for school. This
measure would include both the parent and child measure for moving the child to the next
step. Becky shared her work to engage parents in self-reporting their own knowledge and
interactions with their child, comparing child assessment results, and working with the parent
and family support specialists to understand how parents can work with their child to approve
in some school readiness areas.

With more discussion, we decided that we need the guiding principles with supporting
practices connected to each (i.e., intentional strategies to promote the principle). We need to
get more specific about what are good principles, such as Parents as Learners. Then,
identifying some good practices that are related to the guiding principles.

Look at the Strengthening Families Framework

We did not get to this agenda item.
Plan for presenters at the April meeting

On April 22" we will meet for three hours for presentations and discussion. We have two
presenters lined up. Nick Wechsler from Ounce of Prevention will join us to discuss the
Educare Family Engagement Framework and Juliet Bromer from Erikson will share about her
on the Family-Provider Relationship Quality Measurement Development Project and with QRIS
work.

Next meeting: April 22, 2013 10:00-1:00 at lllinois Action for Children (Lunch will be provided)


http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengthening-families/resources/SF_Program-SelfAssessment_2012.pdf

